v]                        JAVANESE LITERATURE
The class of poetical works we have hitherto described is called
Kakawin, from 'Kavi' meaning Kavya. They are all written in
Old-Javanese language and their subject-matter is derived mostly
from Indian Epics and Puraiias. In addition to the works
mentioned above, there are many other Kakawins, which, however,
cannot be dated even approximately.
Special reference may be made to the Kakawin work, called in
Java *Nitisastra-kawi'n* but now known in Bali as Nitisdra. The
work may be referred to the closing years of the Majapahit period.
It consists "of a number of detached slokas containing wise sayings,
maxims, moral precepts, religious doctrines, etc., such as we find in
Sanskrit works called Nitisdra, Panchaiantra, Chdnakya-sataka, etc.
in India. In many cases the Javanese verses may be easily traced
to their Indian original.
The Kakawins form the first of the three grand divisions of the
Old-Javanese literature. The second division comprises religious
and' doctrinal texts, like Surya-Sevana, Garudeya, mantra, etc* The
third, the prose works, may be subdivided, according to their contents,
into four classes. Two of these deal with law and religion and the
third comprises prose works based on Indian Epics and Punanas.
The Mahabharata series begins with .the Old-Javanese transla-
tions of the different Parvas of the Mahabharata. Another work
*
of the same series is Koravasrama, a late work, in which a great
deal of modification of the epic is noticeable. To this class also
belongs Sdra-Samuchchaya, an Old-Javanese translation of a large
number of moral precepts chiefly drawn from Anusasanaparvan of
the Mahabharata. It is interspersed with quotations of Sanskrit
verses from the epics and other Indian books such as Panchatantea.
Navaruchi, a very popular work in Bali, describes the exploits
of Bhin^a. Of the other epic, we have the prose translation of
Uttarakanda in Old-Javanese. It is interspersed with Sanskrit
verses and its last two chapters are named Ramaprasthanikam and
Svarggsarohanam, agreeing in all these respects with the Javanese
version of Mahabharata. Like the Old-Javanese Ramayana, it
shows divergences from the original Sanskrit text.
Of the Purana class of works Brahmar^-Purana is undoubtedly
the most important. It closely follows the model of the Indian
Purana, though Javanese touches occur here and there.
Another work of the same class is Agaatyapama, where Agastja
describes to his son Driddasyu the creation of the world IB rig&t
Puranic style.
/The fourth category of Old-Javanese prose literature
texts of- secular character, dealing with a variety of subjects
as History, Linguistics, Medicine etc,